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Welcome Breakfast

Opening Remarks

Building What’s Next with  
His Excellency Dr. Munir Eldesouki 

Leadership in the AI-era

Leading with Product:  
Building Excellence at Scale 
Private Session

Growth Through IPO: Strategy, 
Storytelling and Life After Listing 
Private Session

Growth at Speed, Trust at Scale
Private Session

The Rise of the Designer in the era of AI

The State of Growth Investing: Raising 
in a Post-ZIRP and Post-AI World

Behind the Mic: Storytelling, Podcasts, 
and the Making of The Mo Show

Echoes of Aleppo: A Journey Through 
Arab Musical Heritage

Builders Unplugged by The Althari Group 

Activation PartnersAnchor Partner Partner

His Excellency Dr. Munir Eldesouki - KACST  
Mikey Muhanna - Afikra

Edward Sullivan - Velocity 

Tewfik Cassis - Lean

Empowering builders in Riyadh 
to experiment, ship, and test 
products live.

Redefining comfort food with 
healthy, guilt-free instant 
noodles that nourish and satisfy.

Bringing a farmers market to 
Riyadh with locally sourced, 
fresh fruits and vegetables.

George Allen - Independent Advisor  
Malek Almoosa - Almoosa Health
Nadim Nazha - Goldman Sachs

Harsh Sajnani - Kingpin
Haitham Khalil - Zendesk 
Gustavo Smidt - Cloutfit

Rayouf Alhumedhi - Bessemer Venture Partners
Mikey Muhanna - Afikra

James Chang - ExBorder Partners  
Sandeep Bakshi - Prosus Ventures

Mohammed Islam - The Mo Show  
Sara Althari - The Althari Group

Bassam Al-Boloushi  
Ibrahim Muslimani



His Excellency Dr. Munir Eldesouki
President 
KACST

Edward Sullivan
CEO 
Velocity Coaching

George Allen
Independent Advisor, Investor Relations & 
Financial Communications

Edward Sullivan is the CEO of Velocity 
Coaching, where he has advised CEOs 
and C-suite leaders from companies such 
as DoorDash, Clear, Masterclass, and 
Sweetgreen. Over the past decade, Velocity 
has coached the CEOs of 22 unicorns whose 
companies have raised over $8.5 billion in 
venture funding. 

Edward is also the author of the Wall 
Street Journal bestseller Leading with 
Heart and holds advanced degrees from 
Harvard and Wharton. His mission is to 
help people feel deeply connected to their 
work and one another, believing that true 
connection creates better leaders, teams, 
and communities both inside and outside the 
workplace.

George is an accomplished communications 
and investor relations professional with 
extensive experience advising leading 
companies and investment funds across the 
Middle East. He has managed over 30 major 
transactions, including IPOs, secondary 
offerings, M&A, and debt capital markets 
deals across the GCC, while developing 
IR strategies for both newly listed and 
established firms. 

Formerly Managing Director at Teneo, he 
now serves on the advisory board of Aiiro, 
an AI-driven investor engagement platform 
for listed companies. A committed member 
of the Middle East Investor Relations 
Association, George frequently contributes to 
industry discussions and speaks at regional 
conferences and professional events.

Speakers

His Excellency Dr. Munir Eldesouki is the 
President of KACST with over 22 years of 
experience in R&D, innovation, and digital 
transformation. A seasoned researcher, 
inventor, and policymaker, he has shaped 
Saudi Arabia’s national strategies and 
ecosystems in science, technology, and ICT. 

Formerly Assistant Minister at MCIT, he 
now chairs several boards, including the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Award, 
Almarai Award for Scientific Innovation, 
and the Saudi-WEF Centre for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution. 

Dr. Munir also serves on multiple national 
and global boards. His excellence has been 
recognized with the King Abdulaziz Order 
of Merit and fellowship in the U.S. National 
Academy of Inventors.

Gustavo Smidt
Co-founder & CEO 
Cloutfit

Gustavo Smidt is the co-founder and CEO of 
Cloutfit.ai, an AI-driven platform connecting 
creators and fashion brands to convert 
influence into measurable sales. 

With nearly two decades of experience in 
product and growth leadership, he previously 
served as Chief Product Officer at Namshi 
and VP of Product at Property Finder. 
Gustavo also held key roles at Google and 
OLX, contributing to major digital initiatives 
across global and GCC markets. 

Earlier, he was instrumental in launching 
and scaling Virgin Mobile UAE, where he 
helped shape its digital experience and go-
to-market strategy, combining innovation, 
technology, and consumer insight in every 
role.

Haitham Khalil
Sr. Regional Manager, Europe & Middle East 
Zendesk

Harsh Sajnani
Founder & CEO 
Kingpin

Haitham Khalil leads Corporate Operations 
for Central Eastern Europe and the Middle 
East at Zendesk. A seasoned strategist and 
business leader, he focuses on accelerating 
technology and startup growth across MENA. 

Haitham’s leadership roles at YouTube, 
Google, and Meta were pivotal in expanding 
regional operations and partnerships. At 
YouTube, he drove content growth across 
Egypt, the Levant, and the GCC, positioning 
MENA as EMEA’s second-largest market. 
At Google, he led new market expansion 
in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Jordan, and 
Morocco. 

An active founder and investor, Haitham 
brings an entrepreneurial lens to building 
scalable, locally resonant technology 
strategies.

Harsh Sajnani is the Founder and CEO of 
Kingpin, an AI-powered revenue engine 
helping global brands and distributors 
identify, approach, and convert new buyers 
at scale. 

Before Kingpin, Harsh built a fashion 
distribution business from scratch, growing 
it to over $10 million in revenue in four 
years, managing 35 brands across 150 
accounts in 22 countries - all self-financed 
and inventory-free. Kingpin emerged from 
solving those challenges and now supports 
distributors of 200+ brands connecting with 
4,000+ buyers in 75 countries, including 
Guess, Reebok, and On Running. 

Outside work, Harsh enjoys traveling, 
Ironman training, and engaging with the 
Entrepreneurs Organisation.
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James Chang
CIO 
ExBorder Partners

Malek Almoosa
CEO 
Almoosa Health Group

James is the Chief Investment Officer at 
ExBorder Partners, a global investment firm 
specializing in international growth-stage 
investments with a focus on the MENA and 
APAC regions. 

He brings over 15 years of experience leading 
public and private market strategies for a 
prominent New York–based family office, 
where he managed cross-border portfolios 
and strategic investments across emerging 
markets. 

His leadership combines deep financial 
insight, regional expertise, and a strong 
network across global capital markets.

Dr. Malek Almoosa is the Chief Executive 
Officer and Board Member of Almoosa 
Health Group, a leading healthcare provider 
in Saudi Arabia. He also serves on the Board 
of the Health Holding Company, contributing 
to its Governance Committee, and is a 
Trustee of the Saudi Commission for Health 
Specialties, where he chairs the Audit 
Committee. 

Additionally, he is a Board Member of 
Planetree International in the U.S. Dr. 
Almoosa holds a DBA from Warwick 
Business School, with further executive 
education from Harvard, Stanford, INSEAD, 
and Wharton, and has held various national 
leadership roles advancing healthcare and 
community development in Saudi Arabia.

Mohammed Islam
Founder & Host 
The Mo Show

Nadim Nazha
Head of Tech Coverage, MENA  
Goldman Sachs

Mohammed Islam is the Host and Founder 
of Saudi Arabia’s leading English-language 
podcast.

A passionate communicator, he combines 
over a decade of brand development 
expertise with a mission to amplify authentic 
voices from the region. Through compelling 
conversations, Mohammed highlights stories 
of progress, ambition, and transformation 
reshaping global perceptions of the Kingdom 
and its people.

Nadim is an experienced investment banker 
who joined Goldman Sachs in 2021 to lead 
M&A and Technology sector coverage across 
MENA. Before that, he spent over seven 
years at Morgan Stanley, advising clients 
across EMEA and MENA. He holds a Bachelor 
of Commerce in Finance from Concordia 
University’s John Molson School of Business 
and studied Electrical Engineering at McGill 
University.

Nadim has advised on major transactions 
including Tamara’s $2.4B financing, 
Mubadala’s $860M du offering, Aramco’s 
$15.5B gas pipelines sale, and IPOs for 
Yahsat, ADNOC Distribution, and Emaar 
Malls, showcasing deep expertise in IPOs, 
financings, and cross-border M&A.

Mikey Muhanna
Founder & CEO 
Afikra

Mikey Muhanna is the Founder and 
Executive Director of afikra |           – a 
global movement reframing narratives 
about the Arab world through community 
events, academy courses, podcasts, and its 
magazine Daftar.

Founded on a Brooklyn rooftop in 2014, afikra 
has grown into a leading education and 
media platform with 30 chapters worldwide, 
200,000 community members, and millions 
of content views. 

Muhanna advises and serves on boards 
across the Middle East in cultural production 
and education. Previously, he worked at 
Morgan Stanley, PwC, and the Muhanna 
Group, and holds a BS in Economics and 
Jazz Piano from Duke University.

Rayouf Alhumedhi
Investor 
Bessemer Venture Partners

Rayouf Alhumedhi is an investor at Bessemer 
Venture Partners, where she focuses on the 
firm’s consumer and vertical AI investments. 

She also leads Bessemer’s design thesis, 
fostering communities with designers and 
driving investment initiatives in the space. 
A graduate of Stanford University with 
degrees in Mechanical Engineering and 
Product Design, Rayouf previously worked in 
consumer insights at Netflix and Adidas. 

At the intersection of culture and design, she 
created the headscarf emoji—recognized 
by the Cooper Hewitt and Smithsonian 
Museum—reflecting her commitment 
to inclusivity and innovation in digital 
expression and creative technology.
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Sandeep Bakshi
Head of Investments 
Prosus Ventures

Sara Althari
Founder & Managing Partner  
The Althari Group

Sandeep Bakshi is the Head of European 
Investments at Prosus Ventures, where he 
leads sourcing and execution of transactions 
and oversees the expansion of the firm’s 
portfolio across the region. He has led 
investments in companies such as Bilt, 
Wayflyer, Corti, Luzia and others. He also 
serves on the Prosus Ventures Investment 
Committee.

Before taking on his current role, Sandeep 
was a Director on the Prosus and Naspers 
Group M&A team, responsible for executing 
major M&A and growth equity transactions 
across the organization. 

He began his career in M&A at Citigroup in 
New York and is a Kauffman Fellow.

Dr. Sara Althari is the Founder and Managing 
Partner of The Althari Group (TAG), a 
strategic advisory firm driving investments in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Previously, she served as the inaugural 
Managing Director of the Biotechnology and 
Pharmaceutical Sector and Senior Advisor 
to the Minister at the Saudi Ministry of 
Investment. She co-founded Catalyze Saudi, 
connecting global VC and PE investors 
with the Kingdom, and established a policy 
research unit at the Misk Foundation.

A former research scientist at Harvard 
Medical School and visiting scholar at the 
Broad Institute, Dr. Althari holds a DPhil in 
Medical Sciences from Oxford and a BA from 
Wellesley College.

Ibrahim Muslimani
Founder 
Nefes Foundation for Arts and Culture

Ibrahim Muslimani is a Syrian musicologist, 
percussionist, and cultural entrepreneur. He 
founded Nawa Band in 2009 to revive the 
muwashahat and qudud traditions. He later 
established the Nefes Foundation for Arts & 
Culture and Spaces of Music Production.

Ibrahim is a recipient of the UK Global Talent 
Visa, endorsed by the British Academy, 
in recognition of his contributions and 
achievements in preserving and reviving 
Aleppo’s traditional music. His work spans 
research, performances, and collaborations 
across Europe and the Middle East, including 
the albums Breaths from Aleppo (2024), 
Wasl Book & album (2021), Wajd: Songs 
of Separation documentary film (2018), 
and NAWA – Ancient Sufi Invocations & 
Forgotten Songs from Aleppo (2014). He 
continues to lead projects that connect 
musical heritage with cultural dialogue and 
social healing.

Tewfik Cassis
CPO 
Lean

Tewfik is the Chief Product Officer at Lean 
Technologies. 

Previously, he served as CPO at Rain and 
as General Manager of Personal Banking 
at Monzo in the UK. A seasoned leader in 
product management and development, 
Tewfik brings extensive experience across 
the financial technology sector. 

Before his tenure as GM, he held the role 
of Director of Personal and Paid Banking 
at Monzo Bank. Earlier in his career, he 
also held significant positions in product 
marketing and development at Facebook.

Tewfik holds an MBA from Harvard 
University and a Bachelor’s degree from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).

Bassam Al-Boloushi
Kuwaiti Artist

Born in 1972, Dr. Bassam is a Kuwaiti Qanun 
player and academic. A graduate of the 
Higher Institute of Musical Arts (2000), he 
earned his Master’s with distinction (2007) 
and Ph.D. (2011) from the Higher Institute of 
Arabic Music in Cairo, specializing in Qanun 
performance. He has performed with leading 
Kuwaiti ensembles, including the Higher 
Institute of Musical Arts Ensemble, the 
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters 
Ensemble, and Kuwait State Radio Ensemble.

A winner of first place in the 2007 Arab 
States Broadcasting Union competition 
for his composition Sama‘i Hijaz, he has 
organized and taught workshops in Turkey 
alongside maestros Khalil Karaduman and 
Göksel Baktagir. 

He is the author of Khalil Karaduman’s 
Method in Qanun Performance and has 
served as Head of both the Arab Music and 
Instrumental Departments at the Higher 
Institute of Musical Arts in Kuwait.


